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Mr. Chairman,  

Distinguished Delegates, 

 

1. I have the honour to introduce the report of the Secretary-General on the overview report of 

the financing of the United Nations peacekeeping operations, under agenda item 149 as listed in 

today’s journal.  

 

2. Following the recommendations of the Advisory Committee, the report continues to focus 

on new developments and policy changes. It also provides increased analytical information on 

the main cost drivers and organisational initiatives, as well as enhanced presentation of budget 

data in tabular and graphic formats to increase transparency. 

 

3. Under-Secretary-General Khare will provide details on the support context of United 

Nations peacekeeping operations. For my part, I will highlight key points on the budget 

performance for 2016/17 and the budget proposals for 2018/19. 
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Budget performance for 2016/17  

Mr. Chairman,  

4. In 2016/17, $7.8 billion was spent in peacekeeping operations. That includes all missions, 

the Regional Service Centre in Entebbe, the United Nations Logistics Base at Brindisi and the 

support account.  Compared to the approved budget of $7.9 billion, it shows an overall 

implementation rate of 98.6 per cent. The unencumbered balance of $108.8 million in 2016/17 

reflects mainly: (a) the pursuit of locally sourced labour and materials for construction in lieu of 

commercial services, and the delayed deployment of the unmanned aerial system and one aircraft 

in MINUSCA (Central African Republic); (b) lower requirements for facilities and infrastructure 

and communications, higher vacancy rates for national staff and United Nations Volunteers in 

UNAMID (Darfur); (c) the impact of the depreciation of the South Sudanese pound against the 

United States dollar on national staff costs in UNMISS (South Sudan); (e) the drawdown of 

MINUSTAH (Haiti) in preparation for its closure; and (f) the optimization in the utilization of 

aircraft for the rotation of military contingents in UNIFIL (Lebanon). 

 

5. The overall budget implementation rate in 2016/17 of 98.6 per cent is a sharp increase 

compared to 96.6 per cent for the prior period (2015/16).   In addition to improvement in budget 

implementation, I am pleased to note that our peacekeeping missions improved the level of 

unliquidated obligations at year-end, as well as reducing the overall level and need for 

redeployments throughout 2016/17. 

 

6. During the reporting period, a number of Security Council decisions had a significant 

impact on the mandates of peacekeeping operations, in particular: the mandate of MINUSCA to 

support the sustainable reduction of the presence of, and threat posed by armed groups; the 

provision of technical assistance and logistical support for the revision of the electoral register in 

the Democratic Republic of the Congo by MONUSCO; and the increase in the authorized 

strength of uniformed personnel of UNMISS and MINUSMA. 
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Budget proposals for 2018/19  

7. Mr. Chairman, please allow me to turn now to the requirements for 2018/19. 

 

8. In 2018/19, the focus of peacekeeping will remain on Africa and the Middle East. The 

regional, political, operational and security environments of missions in those areas are expected 

to remain difficult and volatile, with a sustained need for high levels of deployment.   

 

9. The resources proposed for peacekeeping operations for 2018/19, inclusive of the Regional 

Service Centre, the United Nations Logistics Base and the support account, amount to $7.27 

billion, a net decrease of $47 million over 2017/18, which saw a decrease of almost $600 million 

against the approved resources for 2016/17. 

 

10. The overall decrease is due mainly to the closure of UNMIL, the transition of MINUSTAH 

to MINUJUSTH, and the reduction of authorized strength in UNAMID, offset in part by the 

mandated increase in authorized troop strength in MINUSCA and higher expected deployment of 

military and police personnel in MINUSCA, MINUSMA, and UNMISS. The decrease is also 

attributable to lower requirements for air operations in MINUSCA, MINUSMA, UNSOS, 

UNIFIL, UNMISS and UNISFA. Associated reductions are mainly reflected under the military 

and police personnel costs and operational costs.  

 

11. The Secretary-General is also seeking the authorization of the General Assembly to enter 

into commitments without assessment for 2018/19 in the amount of $84.5 million for the support 

to be provided by MONUSCO for the presidential and legislative elections, as requested by the 

Security Council in its resolution 2348 (2017). 

 

12. On the one hand, there will be a decrease in numbers owing to the closure of UNMIL, the 

reconfiguration of UNAMID and the transition from MINUSTAH to MINUJUSTH. On the other 

hand, mandates for MONUSCO, MINUSMA, MINUSCA and UNMISS will likely remain 

especially challenging and complex to implement. 

 

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, I look forward to the discussions on this agenda item.  


